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biting guaiac vapors. Some doctors also used guaiac prepara-
tions internally.
The wonder wood had become a fad with the medical pro-
fession. It was in general use to treat ulcers, and its import had
become so profitable that the mighty Fuggers of Augsburg ob-
tained the monopoly for its sale, in exchange for the loan which
financed Charles V's election to the Emperor's throne.
Practical men that they were, the Fuggers cut influential
doctors in on the business. Thus the Dean of the Leipzig Faculty
of Medicine, Heinrich Stromer, owned shares in guaiac cargoes
of Fugger's West Indian ships. (Shares were not held in com-
pany assets, but in individual trading voyages.) This unimpor-
tant investment of an unimportant doctor was to affect the
career of Paracelsus and the course of medical history. For
Paracelsus' pamphlet against guaiac treatment antagonized not
only Protestant doctors but Catholic merchants as well.
The guaiac pamphlet was followed by an Essay on the French
Disease, with the characteristic subtitle, About Impostors.
Again the whole medical faculty and guild were taken to task.
Only the first chapter of this book was printed in 1529. The
two remaining chapters were ready to go to press, when the
censor forbade the printing. What had made the authorities
fearful of medical books? Was it Paracelsus' threat to ruin the
guaiac trade?
DISEASE   AND   BUSINESS
The profitable business was threatened by formidable competi-
tion: empirical doctors and quacksalvers, whom many desperate
patients consulted, prescribed mercury or mercury compounds,
and some academic doctors supported them. Mercury treatment
was given internally and externally. It was extremely painful
and quite as futile as the guaiac treatment. The mercury